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have broached more readily intelligible if I refer by
way of analogy to an instrument recently invented.
I allude to the phonograph, that remarkable contriv-
ance by means of which the words of a speaker may
be audibly reproduced after the lapse of almost any
interval of time. In this instrument a wax cylinder
receives minute indentations, through the agency of
a receiving instrument, from the sounds that are
uttered in its neighbourhood; these indentations it
retains, and through them the sounds registered, or any
portion of them, may be given out again at pleasure,
and that repeatedly, by means of a suitable emitting
instrument. I would compare the wax cylinder to
the personal being, the ego; the registration on the
cylinder to impressions received from without; the
retention of the marks on the cylinder to the reten-
tion by the mind of something that passed through,
it before, but which is not at the moment thought
of; the giving out of a sound previously registered
to the recollection of something that passed before.
It will be understood that this is meant only for a
rough illustrative analogy; the comparison is not to
be pressed too far into detail; nor is the possibility
of the origination or continuation of fresh trains of
thought without the reception of fresh impressions
from without at all intended to be denied.

It is true that this supposition, taken by itself
alone, does not wholly remove the teleological and